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was intensely enthusiastic and earnest in Ms
efforts to reform the very lax morals of the
period.

Feeling that the Church required purifica-
tion, he fearlessly assailed Alexander VII,
who- was then pontiff. In 1494, when Charles
VIII invaded Italy,
Savonarola went to
him and by the
religious fervor of
his appeal had
Florence spared from
invasion. He took a
prominent part in
framing the constitu-
tion of the Floren-
tine Eepublic and
opposed the preten-
sions of the Medici SAVONAROLA
to regain the dominion of Florence, proclaim-
ing death for those who conspired against the
Eepublic. The Medici had strong influence
at the Vatican, and used it against Savona-
rola. Although he continued his clerical
duties for a time, he soon lost his hold upon
the people of Florence. On April 9, 1498,
he and two of his associates were thrown
into prison. Six weeks after their arrest
they were executed. In the interval between
his condemnation and death, Savonarola de-
voted himself to prayerful preparation.
Savonarola's writings consisted of sermons,
theological works and a treatise on the gov-
ernment of Florence.

SAVOY, HOUSE OF, the oldest reigning
European dynasty, now the ruling house of
the kingdom of Italy. Its members are de-
scendants of Humbert, first Count of Savoy,
who lived between 1003 and 1056. Since 1416
they have been dukes of Savoy, kings of Sar-
dinia since 1720, and kings of Italy since
1861. For history of the dynasty, see ITALY,
subhead History.

SAW, a tool made of a thin band or disk
of steel, and used in cutting wood, stone,
ivory and metals. One edge of the saw is
cut into teeth. The shape of the teeth, di-
vides saws into two classes, crosscut and rip,
and each class has many sizes and shapes.
The crosscut saw has teeth for cutting across
the fiber of the wood. They are triangular
and are sharpened on both sides, coming to
a sharp point. The rip saw is designed for
cutting lengthwise the fiber, and the teeth
have one edge vertical to the edge of the saw
and the other slanting. They are sharpened

so as to have an edge like a chisel. In all
saws, the points of the teeth are bent slightly
outward so that the portion of wood, or
kerf, cut by the saw will be a little wider
than the thickness of the blade.

Circular saws are found in sawmills, where
they cut most of the lumber prepared for
market, and in wood-working factories.
Some of these saws in lumber mills are seven
feet in diameter. They are operated by
water, steam or electric power, and will cut
200 feet of wood, board measure, per min-
ute. A "band saw consists of a band of steel
with teeth on one edge, and stretched over
two pulleys like a belt. Band saws are used
for cutting barrel staves and thin parts of
furniture. Gang saws are straight saws set
in a frame that has an up and down motion.
They are used in large sawmills. The dis-
tance between the saws is equal to the thick-
ness of the lumber desired. One of these
gangs will saw an entire log into boards

A CIRCULAR SAW
Rip saw used in a machine saw.
in the time that a single upright saw would
cut one board. The crosscut saw is a thin
band of steel with a handle at each end for
the workmen to grasp. It is used in felling
trees and sawing logs. Meat saws have a
thin, narrow blade fastened to an iron frame;
the teeth are fine. Saws for cutting metal
are of a similar design. The blades ate tem-
pered so that they are very hard.
SAWFISH, a fish of the ray family whose
chief characteristic is the possession of long
swordlike snout, with spines projecting like
teeth on both edges, forming the "saw.11 It